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The 4th Report: Efforts to Support Ukrainian Displaced Persons in Aichi, Japan
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Number of evacuations to Japan and Aichi Prefecture
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As of August 03, 1611, people have been
evacuated from Ukraine to Japan. Of these, 67
people from 40 families are currently evacuated
to Aichi Prefecture, in 11 cities. Since Ukrainian
men cannot evacuate without special reasons,
most of them consist of children who have not
yet entered elementary school, their mothers, and
grandmothers. Some of the younger generation
evacuated just before entering high school or
college. Some evacuees relied on Ukrainian
family members who originally lived in Aichi, while
others were accepted by Japanese nationals
who acted as their underwriters. The core
members of the Japan-Ukraine Cultural
Association, established in 2018 for the purpose
of cultural exchange, are in contact with the
Ukrainian Embassy in Japan to obtain
information on Ukrainian evacuees and create a
group ONLINE to provide support information
from the government, local governments, and
private organizations. The group provides
information on support from the government,
local governments, and private organizations.
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Members gathered as a point of contact to support Ukrainian evacuees
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On March 4, Co-op Aichi's board of directors
issued a statement protesting Russia’s military
invasion of Ukraine and calling for an immediate
halt and a peaceful resolution to the situation.
On March 1, the NPO Center for the Study of
Community and Cooperation also passed a
resolution at its March 12 board mesting calling
for support activities as well as protest Russia
and started efforts to support displaced people
in Ukraine. On March 1, after meeting at a
memorial service for the victims of the Great East
Japan Earthaquake, we started to support the
Chernobyl Relief Chubu, which continues to
provide support after the Chernobyl nuclear
power plant accident, the Nagoya Refugee
Support Office, an NPO that provides legal
support to refugee applicants, and the Aichi
Prefectural Governments “Nagoya Refugee
Support Office” which was established to
support people evacuated to Aichi after the
Great East Japan Earthguake. The discussion
was to include “multicultural social workers” who
have been supporting foreign evacuees at the
“Aichi Prefecture Support Center for Disaster
Victims” established by Aichi Prefecture to
support those who evacuated to Aichi after the
Great East Japan Earthquake, a staff member
who has been involved as the secretariat and is
a licensed counselor, and myself.
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Information from Japan Ukrainian Cultural Association
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A meeting was held on March 15 to apply their
respective information and experiences to
support displaced persons in Ukraine, and action
was initiated. One of the members is a member of
the “Ukrainian Cultural Association of Japan”.
We found that the core members of the
Japan-Ukraine Cultural Association were
exhausted from organizing protest rallies,
contacting the Ukrainian Embassy, contacting
evacuees from Ukraine to hand over relief
supplies, and responding to information from aid
organizations, all in the midst of their own work.
After hearing from the president of the
Japan-Ukraine Cultural Association about the
challenges they are facing, we learned that the
two main pillars of their work are support for the
refugees and their guarantors, and support for
the Japan-Ukraine Cultural Association.
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Meeting with the City of Nagoya and Nagoya International Center
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In  Apri, Nagoya City and the Nagoya
International Center formed an executive
committee to support Ukrainian refugees, and a
“Gathering Place” for Ukrainians alone was held
in the conference room of the Nagoya
International Center. Through the connections
of each member, we obtained information from
the Immigration Bureau, the Labor Bureau,
prefectural and city government departments,
and support groups, searched for potential
office locations, delivered daily life support
supplies, and after the first “Gathering Place” on
April 8, held at the Nagoya International Center,
had a meeting with Nagoya City and the Nagoya
International Center. After the “First Gathering”
on April 8, we held a meeting with the City of
Nagoya and the Nagoya International Center.
During the discussion, we emphasized the
following points based on our 11 years of
experience in providing support since the Great
East Japan Earthquake: 1) The issues and
needs of evacuees change, so it is necessary to
have a system that allows cooperation among
various supporters and specialists. 3) To expand
the support network centered on the evacuees,
municipalities, local NPOs, and cooperating
companies should not just provide support, but
also work together to build a relationship with
the evacuees. The three points are as follows.
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Evacuee Support Network Framework
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By the beginning of May, “Rescue Stock Yard,” a
certified NPO that has experience in disaster
relief and is entrusted by Aichi Prefecture with
the work of the Aichi Prefecture Disaster Relief
Center, and the Multicultural Resource Center,
which has become a center for multicultural
support in the region, joined the meeting and
discussions on the “Aichi and The Aichi/Nagoya
Ukraine Evacuee Support Network” began to be
discussed. After repeated discussions with the
City of Nagoya, we agreed on a scheme to
outsource the matching of support information
to the Rescue Stock Yard, which will serve as the
secretariat of the Evacuee Support Network. It
was also decided that the office of the
Japan-Ukraine Cultural Association would be
located in the building in the center of Nagoya
where the Aichi Prefecture Support Center for
Disaster Victims and the NPO Rescue Stock
Yard are located. We were also able to secure a
meeting room for Ukrainian evacuees to “learn
Japanese”.
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Launch of the Aichi Nagoya Evacuee Support Network and encounters at “Gathering Places” and other venues
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Thus, in collaboration with the public and
private sectors, and in cooperation with the
Japan-Ukraine Cultural Association, the “Aichi
Nagoya Ukraine Evacuee Support Network” was
established on May 11, 2011, consisting of
members with professional experience in
multicultural support and refugee assistance.
About half of the evacuees live in Nagoya City.
About half of the evacuees live in Nagoya, but
half live in 10 other cities. We have been able to
hear directly from the participants of the
“Japanese language classes” held at the
“Gathering Place” and at our office, and we have
been able to get an approximate idea of their
situation when we ask them what they need and
deliver them, in cooperation with the
Japan-Ukraine Cultural Association, by securing
furniture and appliances for their move into
municipal housing, etc. through the courtesy of
companies. We are now getting to know the
approximate situation.
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Grasping support information and coordinating to avoid omission or duplication of support
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In addition to the support provided by the
families and local support groups, the
Nippon Foundation, the prefectural and
municipal governments are providing “free
public housing,” “subsistence allowances,”
“matching of daily commodities,” and
“support for Japanese language study. We
are meeting regularly with Aichi Prefecture,
which announced its support measures in
June, to coordinate with the prefecture to
avoid duplication of support and to proceed
carefully based on each individual's
circumstances. Through the connections of
the network members, we are also in
contact with the city officials, international
associations, NPOs, Japanese language
study support groups, etc, to learn about
the situation and to grasp the issues so that
no one is left alone, and no support
information reaches them.

1 ) Delivering “furniture and electrical
appliances” requires repeated contact to
confirm the exact address in Japan, to
confirm the placement of some appliances,
and to ensure that the recipient will be there
at the time of delivery.
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2) Gradually, they are starting to work for
local companies, but the challenge is to
provide information about Ukrainian
refugees to companies that are hiring and
advice on how to support them in settling in
after working. The Hello Work for Foreigners
employs Ukrainians as interpreters. At the
“Gathering Place,” the Immigration Agency
explained what a sponsor is and what kind
of work is and is not allowed under the
“special activity” status of residence. In the
future, explanations of how to work in
Japan, working hours and rules, as well as
tax, pension, and tax returns are also
scheduled.

3) Support for Japanese language learning
was introduced in addition to local
voluntary Japanese language classes,
“Japanese language classes” by the
Japan-Ukraine Cultural Association, and
“Japanese language classes” by the YWCA
commissioned by Aichi Prefecture. We plan
to provide support that allows each person
to choose the method best suited to his/her
individual needs, considering the purpose
and level of Japanese language study, the
person’s place of residence, and time
requirements.

4 )Mental care for children and families who
have fled war is also important. Supporters
also have the problem of not knowing how
to treat them. In this regard, with the
cooperation of clinical psychologists and
psychiatrists, online meetings for supporters
were also held privately.

5) Other major themes include the career
paths of children and young people, such as
whether they fit in at school, their high
school and college qualifications, and their
hopes for studying at university, as well as
places where they can meet agriculture,
such as civic farms, shopping, hobbies, and
SO on.
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A|m|ng for a platform for diverse supporters to participate in the public-private partnership
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In the future, we are planning to establish a
system of “individual visitation for daily life
support” through a grant from the Nippon
Foundation. The important idea is not to
focus on direct support through the
network, but to create an environment
where each evacuee can live and plan his or
her future according to his or her goals, with
the government, companies, private
organizations, and professionals playing
their roles.

To this end, we hold a monthly online
“Information Sharing Meeting for Support
of Ukrainian Displaced Persons” with the
participation of representatives from Aichi
Prefecture, Nagoya City, cities where the
evacuees live, International Center, local
Japanese language classes groups, women
and multicultural support groups, university
researchers and students, businesses, and
the Japan Ukrainian Cultural Association.
The first meeting was attended by 77
people, and the second by 54. The first
meeting was attended by 77 participants
and the second by 54. The third meeting will
be held on August 9.
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This section introduces the involvement of
cooperatives in supporting Ukrainian evacuees.
Naturally, this is not a topic that “cooperatives”
can undertake on their own. Therefore, it is
important for us to play our roles as members of
the network in the areas in which we are strong
and to complement each other in those areas in
which we are weak. Co-op Aichi registered on
the support registration form and provided lunch
for the event organized by the Ukrainian Cultural
Association. MMH-Coop held a learning session
about support for Ukraine and donated the
collected funds. Both participated in the
“Information Sharing Conference”. From our
experience of supporting the victims of the Great
East Japan Earthauake, we know that an
important role of cooperatives is to maintain the
value of “the person concerned is the main
character,” which is the starting point of
cooperatives. Simply “continuing to provide
support” only fixes the “people to be supported. |
think it is important to work together with
evacuees from Ukraine with the goal of
achieving a peaceful society. In addition, those
who have fled to Japan, away from their familiar
neighborhoods and families in Ukraine, have
various economic, social, and cultural ties and
ideas between Ukraine and Russia. However,
these differences should not prevent people
from getting information and support in
Japanese society or make them isolated. | believe
that the  participation of  consumers’
cooperatives, which are people-centered
organizations that seek peace and a better life, is
very meaningful in this regard.
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