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The 15t report: “Can Cooperatives Bring Peace?”
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*The report was made in Japanese. The statements made are personal views.
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When | heard about this seminar on Peace and
Cooperatives, | thought it was very important to
have a seminar on this topic.

Then | was asked to give a speech at the seminar,
and the first thing that came to my mind were: 1)
| could provide information on what cooperatives
have done during this period, but 2) | just have

no idea what to do about it.

The International Co-operative Alliance (ICA) has
four regional organizations - Africa, the
Americas, Asia-Pacific and Europe.

The regional organization in Europe,
Cooperatives Europe, where the war is taking
place, includes both Russian and Ukrainian
cooperatives as its members. It also includes a
member organization in Belarus, which
cooperates with Russia. So, they made a very

cautious statement.

| would like to share it with you in order to show
you that this is what they managed to say in the

midst of complicated circumstances.

Here is the statement from Cooperatives Europe

issued on 8 March.

“Cooperatives Europe stands in solidarity with
the people, including many cooperators, affected

by the developments in Ukraine.”
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“The cooperative movement is one of intense
collaboration, of common understanding and
mutual respect. Key cooperative values
encompass democracy, equality, equity, and
solidarity with people at the centre. As the
pan-European association of cooperatives, with
members not only in Ukraine but also Russia,
Cooperatives Europe is convinced that this
collaboration surmounts political or cultural
barriers, enhancing prosperity and strengthening
security. But our cooperation relies on a stable
international community, based on rules and

principles that should not be undermined.”

“We are deeply saddened that once again war
happens in the heart of our continent. We call for
peace and diplomatic solutions to prevent the

further suffering of millions of innocent people.”

“We follow closely the situation in Ukraine and
are ready and in contact with local organizations
to provide support to help refugees. We call upon
cooperators all over Europe and worldwide to
initiate efforts to provide humanitarian aid and

support for those affected by this war.”

Cooperation is important, stop the war, and we
want peace and a diplomatic solution. That's
what they are saying. They do not condemn
anyone. Russia and Ukraine are only mentioned

as names of places.

Later, you will see a video message from
Susanne, the President of Cooperatives Europe,
who made this statement, and she frankly
describes the difficult position of Cooperatives
Europe that has Russian and Ukrainian

members.
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Initially | thought it was Russia’s fault for
unilaterally invading. However, | was gradually
beginning to see what the US and NATO had
been doing, which had been pushing Russia into
a corner. The US says it will not send troops. But
the US and other countries are sending
weapons to Ukraine and the Ukrainians and

Russians are fighting the war.

Should we say, “Go Ukraine!”? Some of major
Japanese papers have that tone. But something
is wrong with that. What they say is, “Fight the
war. Do your best to win.”  But should we say
so? | do not think that is right. Those papers
always say peace is important, but they find

themselves actually saying the opposite.

The Ukrainian | spoke with directly after the start
of the invasion was the assistant and interpreter
of the President of Co-op Ukraine.

| spoke with her in English during the dinner after
the ICA General Assembly on 20 June.

When | asked her whether there could be any
agreement, she said that there could be no
agreement. Then | asked her whether it would be
the same if you went back to before 24 February,
she said that they have already been destroyed
so much and that there could be no agreement if
they did not undo that. That is pretty much the

conversation we had.

The President of Ukrainian Co-op delivered a
speech at the ICA General Assembly just before
the dinner. He spoke in Ukrainian, which was

interpreted into English by the interpreter.
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“It seems our neighbor wants to destroy us
physically as a nation, we have nowhere to
retreat, we must accept the fight and win,
because unless we do future generations will not

forgive us.”

If we did not fight and win lost, future
generations would not forgive us. So, we must
fight and win. This is what he said. But should we

encourage them to fight?

From the Ukrainian’s perspective, they would
suffer from oppression if they were occupied by
Russia. That might well be true. They might be
ruled against their will by a government that
would not hear their voice. They may say that
that is why they need to fight now. That is
understandable. The logic also leads to the
question, “What if Japan is attacked?” It then
leads to the arguments, “We need to resist rather
than suffer from oppression” and “So, we need
to build up our military in case we are attacked”
and | might think that it might be true. | also think
that the resistance against the Nazis was

necessary.

At the ICA General Assembly (GA), a Polish
cooperator also spoke. He said that he was
disappointed and did not understand that the
ICA board had not addressed their request to
submit a motion to the General Assembly that
the ICA should make a resolution to expel
Russian and Belarusian members and had left it
to the next board, which was to be elected in the
same General Assembly. He said that we should

show our solidarity with Ukraine.

For your information, it seems that the ICA has
rarely expelled any members. Even during the
Cold War, co-operatives from both East and

West were members.
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Well, what can | say in this situation? | thought
that | would have to say, "l don’'t know what to
do at all’, “There are no easy answers’, or "We
need to think about it”.

But as | was mulling it over, | thought that in
order to try to do something, we needed to have

“something to aim for”.

It is said that any management or activity 'needs
a vision’; It is said that the SDGs need
‘back-casting’. If these are the case, then we also
need to first draw up an ideal that we want to

reach, regarding this issue.

Then, my vision is clear, even if the way to get

there is not easy.

“In the region where the war is now going on,
Ukrainians and Russians are living in good
harmony and as good neighbors, helping each

other.”

This is my vision.

This vision was inspired by what | had learned
from the following TV program that | happened

to watch on a recording,

It was a program broadcast on NHK General

on 20 June 2022 at 10pm and entitled “The
Hero of the Desert and One Hundred Years of
Tragedy”, part of a series entitled “The Century in
Moving Images, Butterfly Effect”. In it, an 1897
documentary film that shot Jerusalem was
introduced.

It showed footage of people coming and going
around the “Jaffa Gate” in Jerusalem and the
narration said, “Wearing turbans and Turkish
hats. The footage suggests that

different ethnic groups were living together and

it was thriving.”
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This was followed by footage entitled
“Recollections of a Jew living near Jerusalem”,
which | guessed was from the same
documentary film, and the narration and

subititles said,

“Our Arab neighbors

invited us Jews to their celebrations and,

in the summer, they invited us to their vineyards,
where we had meals together.

We Jews too

invited Arabs to our celebrations

as our valued guests.”

Then, the program showed footage, which
seemed not from the documentary film |

mentioned earlier, and the narration said,

“This is footage from an early 20th century
wedding.
It is Arabs who bless a Jewish couple in

accordance with their traditions.”

Arabs and Jews, who are still in conflict, used to
live as neighbors. At least, such a thing is

possible.

| think that what is missing most at this moment
is to draw up an ideal. In his message for this
year's International Day of Cooperatives, ICA
President Ariel Guarco from Argentina said this

lovely thing.

“Cooperatives always show that a different
world is possible: A world with social justice, a
world in harmony with nature, and a world in

peace.”
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We, the cooperatives, have been saying things
like "Everyone helps each other”, which in a
sense is like a dream, and we have realized at
least some of it. | think it is important to first draw

up an ideal in this case of Ukraine.

Probably counterarguments will come out right
away, such as It is like a flower garden” or “Just

drawing up ideals will not change anything”.

But | do not think so. At least for me it did change

something.

Once again, let me put what | think is an ideal:

“In the region where the war is now going on,
Ukrainians and Russians are living in good
harmony and as good neighbors, helping each

other.”

Once | have this vision, the world has become a
little clearer for me, by considering whether

things bring us closer to the ideal or not.

I would like to first mention my thoughts on the
issue of expulsion of Russian and Belarusian
members that Poland proposed. Does the
expulsion bring us closer to the vision? It rather
moves us away from it. We must pursue the
direction of getting along as well as possible. It
would bring us closer to the ideal, even if only a
little, if we let them remain as members and talk

to them.

As an example, let us think about what we can
do in Japan. Instead of condemning Russian
people and instead of asking for erasing the
Russian language from stations’ information
boards because it makes us feel unpleasant, we
should create places for exchange, although it
would be extremely difficult to create a place

where we can talk frankly.
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After this, Mr. Tanaka, Mr. Mukai and Ms. Kanda
will talk about support for Ukrainian people in
Japan. In the activities promoting a multicultural
society, there may be times when we will come
across people from Russia. When we meet
Russian people, if we hold the ideal mentioned
earlier, | am sure that we will be able to say
cheerfully and without hesitation, “Welcome!”,

“Let us talk” or “Teach me Russian”.

When | have been thinking in this way, | think we
can only move in the direction of increasing our

connections.

In the proposal from the Polish cooperative
movement mentioned earlier, Belarus was also
listed for expulsion for “cooperating with Russia”,
which meant they classified Belarusian
cooperatives on the side of the “enemy”.
However, if you mean cooperating with Russia,
other countries also have connections with
Russia. You could say we should put countries
that do not impose economic sanction against
Russia on the enemy side. But | do not think
there is any hope beyond that. Drawing a line
between friend and foe is neither possible nor

good.

We live dependent on each other. We live
connecting with each other. You cannot draw a

line between friend and foe anywhere.

There will not be a solution in the direction of
shrinking connections. A solution will be only in
the direction of increasing connections. That is
what | think.

In a longer perspective, it might be the case that
conflicts have increased for now because

connections have increased. | think we can only
move in the direction of increasing and enriching

connections, not reducing them.
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A cooperative is an organization that does
things together. It is an organization that
increases connections among people. So, | think
cooperators feel that increasing connections is a
good thing. | think this is reflected in the careful
wording of the statement of Co-operatives
Europe that | mentioned earlier, as well as in the
contemplation of its president, Susanne, whose

video message you are about to see.

Another program broadcast on 11 July 2022 of
the aforementioned TV series, “The Century in
Moving Images”, was about the
Japanese-speaking intelligence officers that the
US trained for the war against Japan. According
to the program, they were called the “Boulder
Boys”, because of the place where they were
trained. Among them was Telfer Mook, who was
posted to Tinian Island and created a school for
Japanese who lived in the island that the US
occupied. Tinian has a base for bombers
bombing Japan. The bombers that dropped the

atomic bombs were also launched from here.

Here are some words of Mr. Mook, introduced in

the TV program:

When the bomber crew returned from their
mission,

they gave sports equipment to children in the
camp and enjoyed parties together.

Their minds were divided.

Between themselves dropping bombs and
themselves loving the children,

they were being torn.

22



AEADBEICHNDE>TULINE
BLUHHIEFNFTEA
BENDABNSERARNEEIC

ANI3 BT 41— FDEZENS

PR TARDLECEREELEETCLEDIDTT
ZNDESICEBOEBRIDTY

PP ThHhoTCE BEROESLOPICHO>TE
ZHIEHSDDIERZE LT
BHDESINETY

CEBICHHED BENICEEDT
ZUTZENZNOZ=EOEFNZBIEINERDT
el

PR<BIFTEOTESIHMAENIERZE X
—IUT DBADEEDLENCLTNLSTIE
[CTERETADBENTNS, EWDTEhW
ZIROTIRZNA. ENWDTENSHINDEZD
CETY,

If people know each other directly,

no hatred is created.

When there is no human connection between
each other,

one can drop bombs on people from 30,000
feet in the air without feeling guilty.

That is the tragedy of war.

In war and in everyday life,

we should take every opportunity

to interact with each other.

We should approach each other, interact
positively, and strive for our own happiness and

peace.”

| think we need to move in the direction of
increasing and enriching connections and do
what we can do, towards the ideal of neighbors
living in harmony and helping each other. This is

what | can say today.
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(Transcript of English interpretation made by the accompanying interpreter

from the original statement made in Ukrainian, and its Japanese translation)
(DDSH4FTEBORAE—FHoDRIT@RICKIDESER. RKIUZDBEAREER)

Dear Delegates, Colleagues and Friends,
Good afternoon!

| should like to start by sincerely thanking Mr.
Avriel Guarco and the ICA leadership for
giving me the opportunity to speak at this
solemn and long-awaited event.

For almost two years, due to the corona
crisis, we have not had the opportunity to
get together, to see each other, or to
communicate in person, but finally today our
long wait is over, and our expectations have
finally come true.

This year, members of COOP Ukraine,
representatives of regional cooperatives
from across the country, had intended to be
present and participate in the General
Assembly of the International Cooperative
Alliance and accompanying events. Their
intention was to have been, to talk to you: to
share emotions and to swap experiences.

Because in simple terms, every Ukrainian
had plans, dreams and confidence in the
future, but then came the shock of what
occurred on February the twenty fourth of
this year.

Everything that has happened since that
date is nothing short of a terrible tragedy for
my country as a whole and for each and
every Ukrainian, individually.
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The war has now been going on for three
and a half months, in the heart of Europe, in
Ukraine! All because the neighbouring
country has determined for some reason
best known to itself that it has the right to
seize territories, destroy everything around,
create humanitarian crises and Kill
thousands of innocent and vulnerable
civilians! - Children, Women and even the
elderly!

Since February the twenty fourth, our
children have been deprived of their right to
sleep peacefully, instead they hide in
basements during air raids, they learn what
objects not to touch to avoid losing limlbs
and how to act during a missile strike,
should they find themselves on the street.

It's frightening to talk about it, scary to think
about it, and heartbreaking to realize that
there is nothing one can do to stop this
madness.

From the very first days of the full-scale
invasion of Ukraine by Russian troops,
civilians, residential areas, schools,
kindergartens, and hospitals have been
under rocket fire and air strikes in various

areas.

According to the UN, more than 10 million
Ukrainians have become internally
displaced and have been forced to leave
their homes to save their lives.
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It seems our neighbor wants to destroy us
physically as a nation, we have nowhere to
retreat, we must accept the fight and win,
because unless we do future generations
will not forgive us. The total destruction that
Russia is wreaking up on us in this war, is
due to the fact that Ukrainians are free
people and have chosen freedom and
independence.

A sense of Pride, resoluteness and identity
are in the genes of Ukrainians and, - so we
protect our land, our home and the right to
live in it! It is not about money, comfort or
discounted gas or oil.

The whole world has witnessed the
hypocritical, aggressive, and cruel essence
of the aggressor country. After making an
example of Ukraine, it wants to deprive the
peoples of the world of any confidence in
the freedom to choose their own path of
development. Confidence in the basic
freedom of peace and prosperity in every
corner of our planet.

The Russian leadership seeks to reject all
the achievements of the historical
development of mankind, and in particular,
the system of international law that we
uphold today. Trying instead, to return the
world to the old days, when the freedom of
peoples and their individual lives and
dreams did not matter.

The war in Ukraine is not just a local armed
conflict. According to many world leaders, it
will have the most serious consequences
for the international order.
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In the full-scale war on the territory of
Ukraine, Russian troops have destroyed
entire cities and villages, damaged or
destroyed up to 30% of the infrastructure,
including power grids, gas pipelines, water
mains, roads, railways, bridges, and much

more.

Factories, ports, and airports lie in ruins
whilst, even churches and monasteries are
Not sacrosanct.

The total loss to Ukraine’s economy due to
the war is already estimated at in access of
600 billion US Dollars.

Cooperation has also suffered significant
losses due to hostilities. In eleven regions of
the country, cooperatives have been
severely damaged or destroyed. Where, until
recently, there were convenient, cooperative
stores, cozy and inviting cooperative cafés
and welcoming restaurants, life in the
cooperative markets is now in ruins and
chaos reigns. Hundreds of cooperatives
have lost their property. Thousands of
members of cooperatives are now out of
work, have lost their homes and property.
What had been created over decades by
several generations of cooperators was
destroyed in a matter of minutes by Russian
bombs and missiles.

At present, it is not even possible to
accurately estimate the extent of the
damage caused by the war to Ukraine’s
cooperative sector.
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This is because, it is not over yet, and also
because, some of the damaged and
destroyed properties and locations are in
both the war zone and in the temporarily
occupied territory where they are presently
no longer accessible. Today, according to
the most modest estimates, the loss of
cooperative enterprises exceeds 80 million
US dollars.

Yet, despite this, even in the face of such
overwhelming and difficult conditions,
Ukrainian cooperatives continue to work
selflessly to provide cooperative members
and consumers with essential and
necessary goods and services. We are
already developing ambitious plans to
restore and rebuild cooperative sector in the
post-war period. We firmly believe that after
the war, because all wars end sooner or
later, Ukrainian cooperation will not only be
restored but also become more powerful,
better developed, and will take its worthy
place in real sector of our state’s economy.

But that will be tomorrow, because today
Ukraine needs to take a stand in the
struggle between democracy and
authoritarianism, freedom over slavery, and
to uphold a future that we and many people
around the world need, against a past that
Russia is fighting so desperately reinstate.

The whole civilized world, all people of good
will who understand this, are helping
Ukraine in this struggle. Today, the
cooperation of Ukraine also needs help.
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From the cooperators of Ukraine, | would
like to thank all our foreign colleagues and
friends, all those, who from the very first day
of the war sent letters of support and
condolences and kept in touch with us. |
would like to express my gratitude to the
management and staff of the offices of the
International Cooperative Alliance, The
European Cooperatives, The CCW and The
Euro COOP, for their valued support and
rapid assistance. This support has been of
both practical help whilst also boosting
psychological confidence and remains very
important to us.

Of no less importance was the timely and
welcome international financial assistance
to Ukrainian cooperation. | would like to take
this opportunity, on behalf of my fellow
Ukrainians to express our sincere gratitude
for such targeted assistance to cooperative
organizations and private philanthropists as
received from the United States, Great
Britain, Australia, Great Britain, France,
Ireland, Poland, Germany, Bulgaria, Malaysia,
South Korea, and the Philippines. Sorry if |
have missed some names, but that’'s due to
the lack of time | have available.

You should know that all the assistance
that COOP Ukraine has received and will
continue to receive in the future, from the
international cooperative community will go
towards rebuilding damaged and war-torn
cooperatives and supporting war-affected
cooperatives and the cooperative sector as
a whole. Now on the screen you will see the
QR code by which you are able to access
the details of accounts that have been
opened for both US dollars and Euros and
list the targeted assistance for members of
COOP Ukraine.
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For people not familiar with the work of
cooperatives, this may be considered as a
gesture of generosity or charity, but for
everyone present in this hall, for every
cooperative organization and for each
individual member of the cooperative in the
world, it is an opportunity to prove that the
fundamental principles of cooperation are
mutual assistance and solidarity! These are
not just beautiful slogans borrowed from
the past for today they convey a deeper
meaning and message. They are reminders
to you and the world at large that the
cooperative idea both lives and wins.

| thank everyone in anticipation of your
generous support of Ukraine and | am
grateful for your help and continued
assistance.

| should also like to remind you that this is
support and assistance is not only for
Ukraine, but also for yourself too as it also
secures your future. It is on the battlefield in
Ukraine that the rules of what is to follow
for the whole world will be decided.

Your actions and support will serve to help
save civilization from returning to a time
when everything was decided on the basis
of brute force, where individuals, their ideals,
and indeed entire nations, simply did not
matter.

In conclusion, | thank you for patience,
attention and understanding. | hope this
war ends as soon as possible with the
victory of good over evi, | believe in God, in
Peace and | believe in Justice. | love my
country and ask that you stand with me
united in true Cooperation.”
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