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Hi. My name is Rei Sandy. | am currently a lecturer of English in the Nisshin and Seto Area
of Japan. | made English translations of some of the newsletter by the Research Center.
| think it was the end of 2019 when | became interested in cooperatives. After being
invited and participating in a regular meeting for multiculturalism for cooperatives, | began
to think that there is something | could do to help multiculturalism as well. As a Japanese
citizen, as a US citizen, as a person with roots in a foreign country | became frustrated in
learning that certain government services such as nursing care for elderly foreign citizens
or other medical services, labor conditions, and certain educational services are not
available for even those foreign citizens who have lived in Japan for a long time; but after
several participations in the meeting for multiculturalism, that frustration became hope
because | learnt that there are many ways, including cooperatives, to relate to people,
places and things - and | began to hope for this message to be, without force, brought to
many people of different backgrounds (both Japanese and of Foreign citizenship).

| was then presented with a job opportunity to translate parts of the research center’s
newsletter by people from the multiculturalism group for cooperatives. | also was given
the chance to leave a comment about this translation as well to which is why | am

gratefully writing this - thank you so much; and also thank you for reading till the end.

Rei Sandy
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Community and Cooperative Research Center News

I'm learning about Italian cooperatives, and my ltalian friends often tell me, “We want to
learn about Japanese cooperatives but not much of it is translated into other languages

so maybe you should first try giving out information in English.

While | have learned much about cooperatives that are based overseas, and have
progressively learnt more about cooperatives here, | am acutely aware that we have
neglected to communicate in English what kind of activities we are conducting, what

challenges confront us and how we are trying to address them.

| think there are three reasons why it is necessary for cooperatives to communicate
across multiple languages. While it goes without saying, the first reason is because we
should provide to those belonging to other linguistic communities who have an interest in

Japanese cooperatives.

The second is that if our stories cannot be told, others outside our community won’ t
understand why they should learn about cooperatives from outside their own country. As
a prerequisite for interviews, | often provide overviews to potential research subjects
abroad. A frequent and lively response | receive when talking about Japanese
cooperatives, especially when discussing the issues confronting them, is that pressing
concerns in both Japan and the foreign country in question are exactly the same;
something that is quite heartening for me. | feel that an understanding of the challenges
confronting us by those working with us can decide the success of such short-term
research projects. Both of these aforementioned points speak to the general necessity for

multilingual communication.

The third reason why multilingual communication distributed by Community and
cooperative research centers is required is because that the range of problems that these
centers are interested in, as well as the activities they are engaged in, are extensive. When
participating in events such as research symposia, we are regularly confronted with
auestions of whether there are certain issues that are neglected by cooperatives. We feel
that presenting the center’ s work pertaining to issues such as research that thoroughly
researches the activities that are traditional to cooperatives and the raising of newer
issues should be engaged with more earnestly in English as a vital point of reference
within international spaces - while will relate to our ability to tie cooperatives to economic

solidarity and expanding the scope of the international cooperative movement.

Cooperative Research /Agriculture Natsuko Tanaka
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A New Civil Society Made by Participation

Dr. Mukai Kiyoshi (Nagoya City University Specially Appointed Professor)

The phrase “a New Public Commons “seems to have become a hot topic in Japan, but
internationally the concept of “a New Civil Society” has attracted more discussion. This trend
grew in the 1990s and, in Japan as well, in the wake of the Great Hanshin Earthquake in 1995,
the NPO law was passed, and the English word “volunteering” became part of the Japanese
everyday lexicon. Until then, | took it for granted that civil society was built on the two pillars
of democratic politics protecting fundamental human rights and a market economy based on
freedom of contract. | assumed that civil society was born naturally when we did away with
feudalism, ushering in modern political and economic spheres. However, as the global
economy has brought about extreme income inequality and our politics has been usurped by
populism, | was forced to realize that my way of thinking was flawed. In other words, | realized
that a sound civil society is a prerequisite to achieving honest politics and an equitable
economy. This change led me to two novel understandings of society. One understanding is
that morals such as trust and justice, the foundations of just governance and a just economy,
do not happen automatically. Rather, they must be fostered, passed on, and developed,
separately from governance and the economy. That is civil society. Civil society is not blended
in with governance and economy (dualism) but should be seen as an independent public
sphere (trialism). The second novel understanding is that there is no universal civil society;
rather, the content of civil society is constantly changing in accordance with the history and
culture, and is regulated by the opinions of the members of society. Divisions do not just
happen because of a leader who fans the fires of division. Division happens because there
are citizens who accept division. Furthermore, the structure of families and communities are
greatly altered by changes in work style brought about by technological advances which,
inevitably, in turn, affects our ideas of what a society is.

Starting in 2018, our Research Center initiated its course in “Co-working and Cooperatives,”
aimed at the general public. As | was thinking about how a “New Civil Society” should look
based on my understanding of society, | participated in the course and gained opportunities to
connect with several civic engagement groups. If | were to paraphrase what | have learnt so
far of what a “New Civil Society” looks like, it would be as follows.

Politically, we should not be content with a representative democracy but must actively build
a participatory democracy. Elections happen only once every several years. However, issues
that require decision-making happen constantly. We need to acquire the skills that enable each
one of us to exercise public decision-making in our daily lives, and we need to devise a political
system that facilitates public decision-making.

In terms of economics, we must develop a system in which efficiency is not the sole factor



for assessment, but which also considers effectiveness. Efficiency is an issue of arithmetic, so
it can only be measured with a single measurement. In other words, it is a benchmark that
cannot answer to diverse needs. For example, let us compare automobiles to disease. The
decision to buy an automobile can be made with some information about its design, fuel
efficiency, and price. However, our basis for making a decision regarding disease is just too
fragile. We can rarely judge the capability of the physician or the suggested treatment. What
we rely on is our feeling that the doctor is sincere and that we are gradually improving (that
the treatment is effective). | hope for a society that strives to create a supply system that
reflects diverse methods of assessment, especially for the human service sector, because
individuals’ ways of feeling are diverse.

In terms of society, | hope for a society that comprehensively honors, pursues and doesn’t
destroy the social relationships that have been built by the people already involved in resolving
social issues. In other words, the society would utilize and, to the best of its ability, accept the
networks of empathy that have been constructed through everyday activities by those directly
facing the issues. If | may share a personal story, | tried to care for my mother by having her
move to Nagoya in her last years. | am grateful to the home visit nurses who supported her,
but my mother would often confide to me, “I don’t understand the health care workers who
speak in the Nagoya dialect”. After a while, my mother started to show symptoms of dementia
so, in a panic, | took her back to her hometown, but she passed away soon after. | still feel
immense regret when | think about how my mother must have felt as |, her good-for-nothing
son failed to see the importance of honoring her dignity (decision-making rights) and long-
standing social relationships. Outreach in the welfare services sector has been normalized but
the social conditions to access that have not been sufficiently established.

Nevertheless, whether to see society in terms of dualism or trialism is not something to
consider lightly. That is because the allocation of social resources will differ depending on the
view taken. Social resources are rights and government funds. When comparing centralized
and decentralized governance, many people assume that decentralization (including
municipal governments and local community groups) is better. However, it would be haphazard
to reach an answer without appropriate careful consideration of whether local governments
have the resources and commitment to utilize decentralization. Authority should not be
transferred without responsibility and accountability.

A well-known social philosopher stresses that voluntary associations, which by definition
include an autonomous public sphere, will form a mediating link between the empathy fostered
in our everyday lives and the wider political public sphere. | have high hopes that NPOs and
consumer cooperatives, organizations appropriate to a “New Civil Society,” will consciously
and actively address political and economic issues. To forge responsible solutions, let us keep
learning from one another.

Mukai Kiyoshi
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In Conclusion of the 17th Tokai Region Networking Forum

Keizo Sato (COOP Gifu + Mentor of Gifu Region Townhall Meeting)

The 17th Tokai Region Networking Forum has been successfully held with the help of many and
the participation of many. I'm grateful for the invaluable opportunity to reflect on the history,
accomplishments and the issues of the future.

It was our first online forum due to COVID-19 precautions but with the support of the Research

Center Secretary General, Watanabe at the meeting hall and the warming up of the audience by
the moderator Horibe, we were all able to work together to successfully hold the forum.
At the Gifu Region townhall meeting we held four mentor programs. During the plenary speech
marathon in the first segment of the program, we had a video message by Chief Director
Nakagawa from NPO Workstudio Popolo, and in the second segment we had a commemorative
speech by Jyunya Tsuzuku the Mayor of Hida City, and a speech by Shigeru Matsubara of COOP
Gifu on how to work with reports of initiatives.

Our planning of the content was gradually decided on by candi discussions based on the event
planning that was discussed by the board of directors and the executive committee.
| feel that even in the limited time we had we were able to have a satisfying discussion about the

issues we face.

e What | felt was important for the regional townhall meeting

As for the overall planning of the event, | planned to revisit the Research Center's history and
have the opportunity to think deeply about our goals for the future - as with the regional section of
Gifu - instead of making the objectives unclear by having lots of content and speakers at the event
just because the event was a commemorative one.

For the plenary speech marathon, | focused on having the video message by Director Nakagawa
of Workstudio Popolo. In the limited of time of 10 minutes, he gave us a speech about a variety of
matters that included the current state of Popolo in the Covid-19 pandemic, the issues that have
surfaced in the society more broadly and regional society specifically, the making of an online
community with Popolo, and possibilities for the future.

At the same time, he gave us some ideas on how to move forward by revisiting the 15-year history
and accomplishments of the Gifu Townhall Meetings.

At the commemorative event in the afternoon, Hida City Mayor Tsuzuku gave a speech about
the policies for resident participation-based community building that has been advocated by
government leadership in response to the population decline of Japan and the depopulation of
regional areas.

In correspondence to that, | asked Mr. Matsubara to talk to us about his 4-year involvement with
the community multipurpose salon from the standpoint of what roles the COOP can have and what

10



residents can do as well as the possibilities residents have in facing those issues.

| was galvanized by the examples of the inception of new salons in the face of COVID and by the
plans for an online salon. | feel like he, once again, taught us the meaning of "Yaramaika,"* the
idea that we should try new things.

eln preparation for activities in 2021

Beginning with our visit to the rice terraces last fall to hear about their current state with the rice
terrace preservation group, the Gifu Townhall Meetings have begun researching by hearing from
a diverse group of people. | hope to continue these activities with everyone, building on the lessons
learnt from this Tokai Area Networking Forum.

(Keizo Sato)
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10 Years Since the Great East Japan Earthquake
Using Our Prior Experience to Prepare for the Nankai Megathrust Earthquakes

Nobuyuki Kurita (Representative Director of Registered NPO Rescue Stock Yard)

1. Could this be a reality? Some month and date in 20xx, a massive magnitude 9.0 earthquake
with its epicenter in the offshore of the Kii Peninsula occurs. The damage is done to 28 prefectures
from the south of Kagoshima prefecture to the north of Ibaraki prefecture where 127 cities and
towns record a magnitude 7 in which 79 cities and towns by the coast of the Pacific Ocean is hit
by a 10 meter plus tsunami. 27.1 million power outages, 9.3 million telephone lines are disrupted,
9.5 million evacuees (1.8 million in Aichi, 83,000 in Gifu, and 630,000 in Mie), and 32 million meals
short over three days across the country. This, "Super Widespread Natural Disaster", is, in fact,
the Nankai Trough Earthquake that we have been warned about. Over a year later, we find out
that there were 323,000 people dead or missing, 2,386,000 houses burnt down, 169.5 trillion yen
in economic damages to assets, and 44.7 trillion-yen loss from its impact on the economy.

* These numbers are from the damage estimates released by the Japanese cabinet's office.
Building Damages and Human Damages estimates are from those estimates released in August
2012, Facilities Damages and Economic Damages from those released in March 2013, and the
number of Evacuee Estimates of Aichi, Gifu, and Mie from those released in June 2019. Each of
the aforementioned numbers are those estimated in worst case scenarios in which each scenario

has been estimated separately.

First of all, it's necessary to recognize that the Nankai Trough earthquake's damage is estimated
to be incomparable to even that of the Great East Japan Earthquake. After all, we are dealing with
great mother nature. The damage estimations or predictions that humans make might not even be
a viable estimation/prediction at all. We must not forget that it could happen today. Secondly, we
need to prioritize "protecting lives" when it happens. That is making buildings earthquake resistant,
ensuring safety indoors, and making a habit of evacuating to high ground without hesitation in
areas that are predicted to have tsunamis. It also means, without saying, that it is necessary for
us to be prepared as much as possible in normal times by measures such as deciding and agreeing
on ways to contact family in an emergency, having a week's worth of supplies, and improving
regional disaster prevention capabilities. Furthermore, we hope that people can complete the
important role of supporting and helping each other without compromising their own lives.

2. Volunteering is hoped to be a way to lead the help and support of each other with diverse
methodologies. The Hanshin Awaji Great Earthquake in 1995 is said to be the beginning of
volunteering in Japan, and thereafter volunteering has played an important role at disaster sites to
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the point that one can always find volunteers at those places of disaster. The Disaster Volunteer
Center (hereafter noted as Disaster VC), which is organized by the council of social welfare at the
site of the disasters, is a result of those efforts and, during the Great East Japan Earthquake, the
center was opened at 145 cities and towns. The roles they played were mainly the removal of
rubble and mud, but those responsibilities are only a part of what is needed by the victims of the
disaster. Of course, food, clothes, and shelter is needed but also the management of the
evacuation centers, support for those victims at home, support for different phases of recovery
such as providing temporary residency/disaster restoration housing, and support is needed in
places where the support cannot be provided successfully on a macro level in such as areas such
as support for elders, people with special needs, foreign residents, children, and women; The
support that is wanted by victims are essentially different for everyone - and therefore the methods
of the disaster volunteer center are not enough. It's essential to have a diverse set of support from
such places like NPOs from different fields of expertise, corporations, COOPs, labor unions,
organizations such as JC, experts, professional associations, and the media. There were in fact
great efforts by such places during the Great East Japan Earthquake. However, those efforts were
extremely limited in regard to the number of requests made for cooperation when those places
could not handle matters on their own and also in regard to to filling in for each other. In other
words, a system for cooperation for working across a diverse set of support systems had not been
organized. Without that in place, support will never be streamlined and complete. Further when
talking about disaster mitigation and prevention, we often relatively often hear of the importance
of disaster preparation/prevention but there are so many disaster victims who talk about how it's a
"waking nightmare" after the disaster hits. Without even the time to grieve, victims are quickly hit
with issues such as those of a very difficult life as an evacuee because of the lack of basic needs,
or issues such as how they should move forward at all. The nuclear accident complicated and
deepened those issues. The result being the fact that 3,775 precious lives were lost in the Great
East Japan Earthquake due to disaster related deaths - which was the worst-case scenario
imaginable. Protecting lives is the top priority before and after a disaster. Therefore, it is not an
exaggeration to say that alliances are crucial to protecting lives.

3. The registered NPO The Japan Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (JVOAD) was
established with the lessons learnt from the Great East Japan Earthquake to forge alliances. | am
the concurrent representative director of that NPO. The hope of the NPO is to make sure we can
deliver to the needs of every and each victim of the disaster through the coordination of a diverse
set of support systems that become the mainstay of the effort. In the 2016 Kumamoto earthquake,
with the support of the JVOAD as an intermediary organization, an "Information Sharing Meeting
(Hinokuni Meeting)" was hosted in which 300 associations gathered to share their respective
information. Moreover, the issues that were raised there were taken up by the prefecture,
prefectural council of social welfare, and the intermediary organization and a solution was created.
For example, we coordinated for a specific NPO to be involved with the management of the
evacuation center after a joint assessment by the government and an NPO with the relevant
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expertise because the management of the evacuation center had a major issue that needed to be
solved. It's not to say that everything went well but we were able have the support reach more
people by having the organizations work across and outside their own organization. Thereafter,
the information sharing meeting has been hosted without question in the sites of more recent and
frequent disasters. To be clear, the JVOAD helps to support the support network. | think the
coordination should be led by the local organizations. If one looks at the alliance system of the
three prefectures of the Tokai area, it looks as if the alliance has been relatively well-organized as
in Aichi, where in 1996 the following year of the Hanshin Awaji Earthquake, "The Aichi Committee
of Volunteer Organizations for Disaster Prevention" was established, but it does not go beyond the
methodologies of the Disaster Volunteer Center. In Gifu prefecture, "The Gifu Natural Disaster
Liaison and Coordination Meeting of Volunteer Organizations" was established and is rapidly being
formalized because of the 2020 West Japan Torrential Rain. Mie prefecture has established "The
Mie Disaster Volunteer Support Center" in 2000 in support of the 2000 Tokai Torrential Flood
Damage and has been stated in the Prefecture Support Plan which makes Mie the most
progressive amongst the three prefectures of the Tokai area. It is important, first of all, to enhance
each prefecture's system of alliance. Moreover, it is crucial for the three Tokai prefectures to
discuss on the methodology of the alliance in accordance with the Nankai Trough Earthquake. The
Chubu Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport, and Tourism Development Bureau hosts "The
Chubu Area Strategy Meeting for Countermeasures Against the Nankai Trough Earthquake" but
its committee etcetera is not led by diverse support systems. "Kizuna (Connections)" had become
a slogan during the Great East Japan Earthquake. In the Nankai Trough Earthquake, we need
many times more of those connections - and that is before the disaster. | hope this article becomes
a starting point for those connections.

Nobuyuki Kurita
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Cooperatives In a Multicultural Society

Sumire Kanda (Aichi Pref. University Multiculturalism Research Center/

Research Center for Regional Communities and Co-ops)

The mission of the Ethnic Community Services Co-operative in the state of New South
Wales in Australia is to provide services that cater to the needs of all peoples and access
to all areas of society, including Australians who have linguistically and culturally diverse
backgrounds. The cooperative provides a much-needed children’s day care service, long-
term care for seniors, services for people with special needs, and training for
communities or service providers. I visited this co-operative in 2015 and saw that six of
the seven directors were from a different country, twenty-nine of the full-time staff were
from a different country, and most of the 400 part-time workers were from a different
country. Around the world, in Spain, Italy, the Philippines, Brazil, Canada, and in the USA,
there are co-ops organized by and for immigrants to fulfill the wishes and needs of the
immigrants themselves.

The other day, I had the opportunity to talk online with Elena Ramirez who works for
Coopolis Ateneu Cooperatiu a Co-op in Barcelona, Spain. Ramirez supports the founding
of new co-ops, creating employment, and the creation of a network in which immigrants
can support each other. As of March 2021, she supports 23 co-ops organized by
immigrants. From catering services run by Spanish women of Senegalese descent, to
Islamic financial services, to cleaning, cooking, and nursing care by Latin Americans, the
services the co-ops provide are diverse. Ramirez told me that it is important that "society
acknowledge and learn from the practical experience of those in the local communities
who have a diverse upbringing while acknowledging that all people are diverse and are
part of all kinds of cultures". She added that she supports immigrants and culturally
diverse people so that they may "escape a financially unstable life, gain access to housing
and acquire a stable visa, and be able to propose new practical solutions to the local
community".

In recent years, it has been said that Japanese society has lost relations of trust and
mutual support. However, I feel that such relations are reemerging through
communication in small communities or personal connections in our day-to-day lives.
Relationships and communications that are diverse, small, and local are emerging in
places such as in the Tokai Networking Forum (EBxXHIA—3L4), the local casual
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gathering at this research center, social media or other digital tools, in our daily lives,
and across the world through the actions of individuals; the inspiration born there feeds
back to each one of our local relationships in our daily lives. I also feel that the trust and
mutual support that Japanese people felt in the past are being reborn in new connections
which are still growing in new ways.

With Covid-19, we have faced an obstacle unprecedented in our generation. Yet, there
have been movements that have connected people in new ways using the internet. It is
now possible to have face-to-face conversations online quite frequently with people who
were previously inaccessible due to distance. We have had more opportunities to forge
new relationships in places of learning as well. I took an online course called, "Platform
Co-ops Now!" (First quarter of 2020 and 2nd quarter of 2021) where I had a discussion
every week with over 100 people involved in co-ops from places such as Asia, Africa,
Europe, North America, and South America. There I had the experience of learning from
other participants about the present situation and state of co-ops around the world,
including the effects of Covid-19. The information I gained and the inspiration I got there
is starting to take root in my day-to-day life. At the same time, I also had the opportunity
to be a part of starting Social Solidarity Economy Portal Website(DRMRNDFFE HtoiES
B R—FI YA R) with people I got to know in the online course. I am hoping that these
online systems can be a tool to inspire and forge local relationships. I also hope that
these relationships can happen amongst immigrants in Japan.

In a society undergoing broad changes in employment, workstyles, and family and
community life, the government, aiming to supplement the workforce, has been
increasing the number of people from other countries permitted to live and work in Japan.
As a result, Japan is becoming a society where residents have diverse backgrounds. Some
people who speak Japanese do not have Japanese citizenship, and some people with
Japanese citizenship do not feel Japan is their mother culture. There are people born and
raised in Japan whose native language is Japanese but do not have Japanese citizenship,
people who have parents with differing cultural backgrounds, and Japanese citizens who
arrive in Japan for the first time after becoming adults. Amongst such extensive changes,
with whom and how should we create the society of the future? What kind of society
should we strive for? With no one person having the answer, we need to continue
dialogue on what that future society may look like. Who will collaborate in making that
society? And has enough been done to establish a common language for dialogue?

From experience, and because each one of us are people with diverse individualities,
we know that collaboration through discussion and practice will bring us closer together,
deepen our trust for each other, and strengthen relationships built on mutual support
rather than a relationship where one side supports and one side is supported. The society
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we strive for builds on and recreates the values and ways that our ancestors created
based on their experience in new forms to meet our contemporary world. We need to
share the universal values we find in relationships and discussions with the diverse people
we now encounter in daily life, people with different social identities, experiences, and
ideas. The exchanges we share in our day-to-day lives and local communities offer a
guiding vision for a new society that is inclusive, fresh, and humanistic.

Sumire Kanda
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Connections and Mutual Care at "Kodomo Shokudos" For All
- What We Can Do Amid the COVID Pandemic -

Itsuko Sugizaki (Chairperson of The WaiWai Kodomo Shokudo Project)

One afternoon, one after another, children enter in groups of two or three. The smell of
something delicious is wafting from the front door. Some children carrying school bags are
accompanied by their mothers as well. They're all eating together. Merry laughter and joy of
children can be heard all around the building. Elderly women cooking and serving; students serving
tea; and older men doing the dishes - all kinds of people are here. This is "Kodomo Shokudo
(Children’s Cafeteria), a place that was taken away upon the advent of the COVID19 pandemic.
All | could feel was shock at the sudden measure to shut down schools in March, 2020. | knew it
was to prevent the spread of the corona virus but | kept frustratedly asking myself why this was
so, because children rarely got infected.

At the time, | was expecting that should COVID19 spread even further, we'd have to temporarily
close the Kodomo Shokudo because of its restricted space, and the likelihood of high-density
crowding in the event that a group assembled there. However, | wasn't expecting schools to close
as fast as they did. Inevitably, the medical bureaucracy decided that our space couldn’t be used.
As the organizing manager, | was deeply concerned that | would have to temporarily suspend
operations without notice, nor with a date when operations could resume. | thought about the
children who would struggle to find a meal, as well as losing all the connections and trust we had
built with both our volunteers and the people who came for our facility. In the event of children,
who didn't know about the closing of the Kodomo Shokudo, coming for a meal, | prepared fruits,
drinks, and microwavable food (the type of food that even kids can prepare on their own and eat
by themselves) but luckily, not many came. About 2 weeks later, when | got a LINE message saying,
"I'm hungry. Let me have something to eat" on the Learning Support LINE account, | kept asking
myself, "Is it right to keep the Kodomo Shokudo closed? Isn't this why we opened it in the first
place?".

| was shocked by the child's message stating "I'm hungry" and so bearing in mind that if | couldn’t
run the Kodomo Shokudo indoors then | could run it outdoors, | hurriedly found a new location.
While | was a bit overbearing in doing so, | rented a parking lot to establish the "Aozora Shokudo"
(Sky Cafeteria). As the virus spread, the Aichi Kodomo Shokudo Network too had discussions on
what they could do, and decided that if they weren't able to "eat together" then they'd start a food
pantry; something they'd never done before. On March 29th, without any time to prepare, but with
the support of numerous companies, nine separate Kodomo Shokudos came together to open
their very first food pantry. It was heavily advertised by media, which in turn helped spread the
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word about the services.

Later, the concept of the food pantry began to rapidly spread to each existing Kodomo Shokudo,
and during the prior one year and four months, many Kodomo Shokudos have continued to
creatively provide food as well as serve bento lunchboxes using the limited budgets available to
them. The proactive and resourceful endeavors that were launched during this period were truly a
grassroots movement; one started by citizens looking for ways in which they could help. When |
asked our customers of the food pantry about our services, they gave me many words of thanks,
but also told me of the struggles in their day-to-day lives. | realized that there are always people
who are waiting for food or a bento lunchbox, even if it's on a once-a-month basis.

There has been criticism that we should only provide for those judged as being ‘actually in need’
", but Kodomo Shokudo doesn't discriminate between who we should and who we shouldn’t
receive meals. It's a place where we, without any fuss, welcome all who come, and a place where
we are grateful to have them eat our meals. The organizers are of course very concerned with
poverty, but we do not only provide for those who are deemed to be suffering from it. If we were to
only provide meals to children from so called poor families, then | think it would actually stigmatize
them into not coming. If a public organization was to open a Kodomo Shokudo, there would be
rules put in place based on people's available private information to choose who to provide meals
for but community engagement in the private sector has the characteristic of being, in a sense,
casually organized. Hence that's why we accept people from all walks of life so to speak, and we
have been able to establish a place where anyone can feel comfortable to be in. And of course,
each Kodomo Shokudo chooses its own style in how to run their cafeterias. Kodomo Shokudo
places importance on the four pillars of initiative, self-autonomy, diversity, and community. Its main
objective is to provide a place for everyone to have a meal. And this is done by anyone who wants
to and is able to contribute within an environment where no one is more or less important than
anyone else - it's a welcoming cafeteria for kids to come on their own. The appeal of organizing
casually has helped to increase the number of Kodomo Shokudos to 5000 despite the COVID
pandemic. It has surpassed the number of 400 Children's Centers throughout Japan.

Until now, there has never really been a welcoming place where kids can meet all kinds of people,
including those who are already familiar faces, and have a delicious meal without being obliged to
do anything else. The "White Paper on Children and Young People" has presented findings that
children are more hopeful and self-assured when they have access to places where they can feel
at home. | also hear people say the closure of the Kodomo Shokudos poses a greater risk to
people, in terms of losing these types of places, than the risk posed by the virus. President of
Kyoto University Yamagiwa, a researcher of primatology and anthropology, stated in an interview
that, "unlike primates that eat separately, the function of human meals is to serve as a social glue
to connect people, so they can make new friends, and as a place where they can relax. It's a
mechanism for smoothing out relationships. We need to somehow creatively sustain that
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mechanism. We should not lose opportunities to dine with people, but take precautions to prevent
being infected with COVID"(original interview in Japanese). Through connections and mutual care
instead of division and isolation, | hope we can move forward, even just a little, to a future where
all people can live their lives to their fullest in order to survive this pandemic; a pandemic that no

one thought would ever happen.

Itsuko Sugizaki
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Mr. Tatsuya Itoh
Farmer's Cooperative Association General Affairs Planning Department Manager
for Aichi Prefecture

When the Bon holiday period in Japan is mentioned, bright sunlight and cicadas chirping often
comes to mind. However, that wasn't so this year. On the first day of Bon holidays this year,
torrential rain caused neighborhood traversing rivers to stray into dangerous territory. As the
disaster warning broadcast echoed throughout the night, | feverishly moved all of my valuable
possessions to the second story of my home. Thankfully, my needing to be evacuated didn’t
eventuate. However, damage is inflicted by events such as when waterways overflow, and | feel
that the reporting | hear often conveys that once-in-a-generation weather occurrences are now
becoming a daily fact of life.

Agriculture is contingent on weather. Because of the effects of abnormal weather over recent
years, damage to agricultural products has become more ubiquitous, and it's apparent that
considerable damage has been caused by heavy rainfall.

Japan took away its largest haul of medals in its history at the Tokyo Olympics. However,
despite what the government had hoped for, the spread of COVID-19 continued. The hoped-for
effect that the Olympics was supposed to have produced didn't materialize. Economic stagnation
and the subsequent burden and stress inflicted upon the Japanese populace became
problematic. It has subsequently been posited that both the economy and everyday life will
irreversibly change as we venture towards a post COVID future.

Thus, | would now like to use this occasion to write about the issues confronting both
agriculture and JA, including the spread of COVID-19, to further contribute to this topic.

How to Make Agriculture Sustainable
The situation that agriculture finds itself in is the most arduous in its history.

Along with being burdened with the structural problem of an aging farming population, COVID-
19 has exacerbated the depression in wholesale demand at a time when industry retention rates
are declining and damage to produce is gaining in frequency due to the effects of abnormal
weather patterns and infectious diseases in livestock (i.e., bird and swine flu). With a shortage
of both new and existing farmers having existed for quite a while, it is now feared that currently
active farmers will continue to leave the industry.

The Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has subsequently formulated a policy
to increase exports of products within these industries as well foodstuffs in general. An export
goal of roughly 5 trillion yen has been proposed and initiatives to increase agricultural income
have been advocated under current agricultural policy. Countries that are exceeding their
domestic demand are exporting their surplus foodstuffs to Japan: a nation that relies heavily on
imports for its food supply. | believe that Japan would be better suited to meet its own domestic
demand first rather than export overseas. If government policy can’t be immediately changed, |
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hope that a national response will be implemented that not only achieves goals concerning
export targets but also increases the amount of spendable income for both farmers and exporters.
Thus, goals aimed at solving environmental problems, such as global warming, based on
international cooperation have been raised within the Strategy for Sustainable Food Systems
framework and implemented by the Department of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries. These
goals include the reduction in use of chemical pesticides and fertilizers and an increase in the
production of organic crops to a total of 25% of all food product.

Our present agricultural situation finds us having introduced fertilizers, pesticides and labor-
saving machinery and other technologies to improve per unit area crop yield and increase
productivity. The aforementioned Strategy for Sustainable Food Systems is now trying to reduce
the previously mentioned fertilizers and chemical pesticides, albeit there is a possibility that
production costs may become higher than usual should this be realized. | think that the safety,
security and quality of Japanese agriculture goods, which takes much time and effort to produce,
is at a standard of which we can be internationally proud of. However, we should also consider,
for example, if it would be germane to pass further costs (i.e., extensive labor costs) on to the
sales price should we transition to organic farming. Even if we were to overhaul the current
system, the amount of burden may increase if there isn't commensurate consideration given to
the policy implications towards our nation's agricultural products, organic or otherwise, as
currently happens in Europe as well as shortfalls in agricultural income.

When COVID-19 cases started to be acknowledged as having emerged among the Japanese
populace, attaining masks became an ongoing difficulty. | remember that there were reports that
export of masks to Japan had stagnated because the countries which they were being imported
from had prioritized the supply of masks to their own citizenry. Take a moment to imagine what
it would be like if we were talking about food and not masks. The global population continues to
increase, yet the ability to produce food is decreasing as global climate change is exacerbated.
Should we confront food shortages in our own country, we should ask ourselves how many
nations would do this again.

In 2018, Japan's food sufficiency rate in terms of a calorie base was 37%: one of the lowest
among developed nations. The government has stated that this rate will be 45% by the year
2030. Agriculture is influenced by the weather. There is a risk that harvest yields can be non-
existent during the course of a given year. This risk has only increased with the advent of unusual
weather over recent years. Should the aforementioned policy be pursued, it will be necessary to
implement policies that make it possible to sell at a price that at least recovers production costs,
generates profit and to ensure that people desire to continue to work within the agricultural sector.
It will also be essential to have the citizenry prioritize the consumption of locally grown produce.
In order to increase income at the farm level, the JA Group continues to take actions that
contribute to the promotion of agriculture, including the distribution of new technologies (i.e.,
digitalization) to improve productivity and the adoption of various sales methods, such as e-
commerce, to support new farmers and increase their revenue.

JA Cooperative Associate Members and Consumers
There is a system in place available to those who are neither full members nor farmers in
which those who live within the jurisdiction of a JA cooperative, wish to use its services and

participate in organizational activities can become associate members.
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This has a dual raison d'étre. JA is a craft union composed of farmers active in the agricultural
sector while at the same time includes farmers functioning as producers and citizens/consumers.
The Government Council for the Promotion of Regulatory Reforms has repeatedly contended
that associate member use of cooperatives interferes with the ability of full members to use them.
Ultimately, a conclusion was reached that stated that the management of JA, a private
organization, is at the discretion of its members, and that it should operate in accordance with
the wishes of its associate members. The JA Group has thus positioned its associate members
as supporters of local agriculture and has hence provided opportunities to collect their opinions
and reflect their aspirations in various projects and activities. Associate members join based on
being attracted to the idea of participating in JA activities and their thinking concerning activities,
as well as how their opinions are reflected, varies. | believe a detailed response will be essential
regarding projects that associate members want to be involved in, including the purchase of
fresh produce directly from farmers, assistance provided by farm support volunteer and
involvement in agriculture itself from, now on.

The spread of COVID-19 has created a shortfall in smooth dialogue and communication; a
hallmark of what makes cooperatives what they are. We have had no choice but to demur on
visits to cooperative members and gatherings attended by them. Thus, we find ourselves in a
situation in which the promotion of JA projects, but also organizational activities, have stalled.
Moreover, with longstanding agricultural communities now being subject to residential
development, the intermingling of new citizens with farmers has intensified, and the dilution of
local connections is how a problem.

In the future, we believe that the challenge is to develop a system for collaborative activities
that aims to craft solutions for agricultural support and solves regional problems such as non-
face to face communication, ease of participation for those in the youth demographic, interaction
and coordination between associate and farmer members as well as regional communities that
can function in cases of disasters, such as the recent torrential rains.

Conclusion:

In October 2021, the JA Group held its national conference. In November, the Aichi Prefectural
Conference was held. As a cooperative rooted in the community with food and agriculture as its
core that aims to establish a sustainable agricultural base and plays a role in regional infrastructure,
we plan to take this opportunity to provide various information so that numerous others can
appreciate the value of agriculture and JA's efforts, as well as take part in our projects. Focusing
on the future, both the Government Council for the Promotion of Regulatory Reforms and JA would
like to make this year a new opportunity to improve farmers' income and solve community problems.

Tatsuya Itoh
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From the Creation of Community Gathering Places to Civil Cooperative Town Planning

Akito Okada (Institute of Urban and Regional Studies, Waseda University)

1) Rehabilitating former community hubs

When we think of community living, it's necessary to think of the locations a community is
centered upon. These were the various locations within a town that people once gathered in.
Due to lobbying from both bureaucracies and town planning activities, these locations once
emerged in the form of planned areas created by official organs such as regional development
councils. However, town planning that envisages an empowered citizenry tackling local problems,
and realizing solutions to these problems while also revitalizing the aforementioned spaces has
started to emerge.

This approach is removed from the domains of conferences and residential councils. An
example of it is the creation of the adventure playground, green walkway, park and public square
intersections, among other facilities, in Tokyo's Setagaya Ward. This type of residential planning
contends that a town should respond to the actions undertaken by its citizens from which the
above-mentioned types of spaces emerge. The citizens’ actions and the space dovetail to begin
to shape the character of the town layout. As of now, various technologies and methodologies,
such as workshops and design games, have been developed to make ideas related to this into
reality. Motivated community members have also participated in this process to address issues
such as upkeep management and the administration of spaces already completed.

Thus, discussion of these types of spaces, which have supported the lifestyles of diverse
people within the community up to this date, is important.

2) The type of town planning emerging from the process of creating community gathering
places

Areas referred to as town community gathering places started appearing around 2000. These
included community cafes, drop-in centers, interaction spaces, salons and shelters.

These gathering places were created in a context of local citizens confronting and attempting
to overcome problems that had been insufficiently addressed by the framework of existing
facilities and conventional systems. These problems included truancy, isolation from society (the
hikkikomori phenomenon), lack of play areas for children, isolated parents trying to raise children,
abuse, poverty, post retirement community living, nursing care, the hollowing out of cities and
the closure of businesses in commercial districts.

These gathering places were originally meant to be places one could physically attend, but
they have also been used in a variety of situations, regardless of the attendee’s gender or age,
in recent years.

It has been recently felt that such administered gathering places were aimed to fulfill two roles:
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(1) To provide a space where one could casually stop by and pass the time in whatever manner
they please, but to also provide a space where help and welfare checks are provided.

(2) To provide a place where people can take on various roles and perform other activities.

It could be said the aim of these gathering spaces is to enrich the lives of the citizenry through
the cooperative creation of things in a location where citizens gather on an everyday basis; and
not just a place where things are enjoyed on an individual level. It's also likely that these types
of goals cannot be achieved through the actions of isolated individuals, but are achieved by
one’s relationships with others.

The purpose of activities that create these gathering spaces is the generation of ‘commons’:
a place(s) that all from the community can relate to. Thinking concerning so called
bureaucratically managed public facilities predicated on ensuring a fixed standard and equitable
distribution of service delivery seems to contrast with this. Nevertheless, these community
gathering spaces are not privately administered, but aim to foster communality.

Community gathering spaces are places where one can idly and casually be in, gather with
others to chat, and leisurely spend one’s time. They value the building of relationships with others
by realizing places where people, who often casually spend their time, can mingle with each
other. Continuous town planning frameworks are able to emerge through the sharing of
processes in which citizens can create their own spaces via independent minded and diverse
community members, organizational collaborations and the wisdom of the masses. | think that
creating these spaces needn’t be restricted to occasions when a problem needs to be solved.
Through these spaces, we can be motivated to think about what an enriched life is, bring sights
that have yet to be seen to our attention and create spaces where we can attain an
understanding of them and other phenomena.

3) Utilization of local resources such as public property, vacant houses and cooperation
with various entities

There are assorted urban development bodies within any given region. There are town,
neighborhood and retailers' associations, associations for the elderly, PTAs, and social welfare
councils. There are also variously themed NPOs and citizen groups such as cooperative
associations. Urban development is promoted through collaboration with diverse organizations
such as these and the individuals that make them up.

Nonetheless, cooperative relationships between the government and residents, non-profit
organizations, private companies and others have been debated. A change of consciousness
concerning this has consequently started to emerge; one that insists that civilians need not
dogmatically think of public facilities and spaces as purely something managed by government
bureaucracies.

In all areas, unused public facilities, but also vacant houses and stores, have been refurbished
into share house style joint accommodation and community hubs. People and organizations are
broadly moving towards connecting with each other from a global perspective by the creation of

cooperative learning spaces that encompass activities which utilize community resources and
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aren't related to the type of study undertaken in schools.

In creating new systems to establish the types of local community that we aspire to, we mustn't
aim for outcomes which prioritize commercial or public profit when addressing everyday
problems; be they in our lives, neighborhoods or other spheres. Endeavors undertaken by
citizens related to community planning are now starting to require a greater social emphasis.

Presently, many of the social services required by local communities are operated as money
making enterprises, and indeed there are countless instances of these services being
restricted to organizations that want to secure a profit. However, against a backdrop of
declining birthrates and an aging population, such commercially oriented approaches can be
lacking when it comes to social issues such as welfare, housing, and environmental protection.
While the public sector should continue to play a role in shouldering the provision of basic
social services, there are times when it cannot perform efficiently or respond expeditiously.
Citizen led community development projects run by NPOs and social enterprises likely don’t
have the sufficient capabilities and organization to do so either right now. However, we should
be aware that it is possible to realize the type of community we want by promoting
collaborative projects, responding directly to community problems, and becoming leaders in
creating said new communities. (Akito Okada)
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About "Neurodevelopmental Disorders" and The Children of Foreigners

Kinjyo Nayara Natsumi (Five Boxes Co., Ltd)

It appears that in recent days, there have been more reported cases from classrooms and medical
organizations of "neurodevelopmental disorders" in children living in Japan whose roots are in
foreign countries.

In this newsletter I'd like to mainly share the problems and its current situations | have encountered
while running an afterschool daycare that is also a support center for children with
neurodevelopmental disorders that cares for children with roots in Brazil who are differently abled.

1. About Children Who Are Differently Abled

The support center for children with neurodevelopmental disorders care for children between the
ages of two and six who show signs of developmental disorders or who are diagnosed to be so.

The afterschool daycare is set to provide, afterschool or on days there are no school,
accommodations, promote relationships with society, and provide essential training for the
improvement of life skills of disabled children aged between seven and eighteen to those who are
matriculated at school (excluding kindergartens and universities) based on the regulations set forth
in Article 6-2 Clause 4 of the Child Welfare Act with the guarantee of the best possible benefits
and their healthy development with care that is catered to each child's situation through
experiences, spaces, people and situations that are different from their schools or homes.
(Translated from the Afterschool Dayservice Guideline)

(X4 - & ¥ = =7 fiHF(Pallet Junior Zendaiji) can provide for children with different nationalities
and currently cares for children aged between two and thirteen who are of Brazilian nationality.
The specialty of this service center is that it staffs Brazilian nationals with different kinds of
occupations. There are staff who work as Educational Psychologists in Brazil, staff who specialize
in Applied Behavior Analysis, Psychologists who are licensed in Brazil, staff who are licensed
Japanese teachers and staff who are licensed social work officers.

2. The Problems That Neurodevelopmentally Disabled Children with Roots in Foreign
Countries and Their Caregivers Have

| feel sometimes, in running a service center, that the children with roots in a foreign country and
their caregivers shoulder a wide range of problems. In this newsletter | will introduce a portion of
those problems. Some of the problems at the center for children with neurodevelopmental
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disorders are:

- Isolated single mothers and their children.

- Unable to attend kindergartens and daycare centers because they can't speak Japanese or
because of their level of disability.

- Can't speak Japanese.

- Lack of information.

- The children are neurodevelopmentally disordered, but the parents won't accept it. The concept,
interpretation, and acceptance of the disability are different than that of Japan because of their
nationality.

- Unable to access medical care

- An overly difficult intelligence test.

Some of the problems at afterschool daycare centers are:

- Lack of information

- Support from Special Support Classes
- Difficulty with Japanese

- Caregivers are isolated

- Unable to access welfare services

- Overly difficult intelligence tests

With the lack of information and the isolation of caregivers, there are cases of children becoming
isolated because their caregivers have depression, become isolated (shut in) their houses, and
can't take their children out. The isolation then causes a vicious cycle of isolation and their children
falling behind in their development.

Furthermore, some children can't attend daycare centers at the age of five and are still in diapers
because caregivers do everything for their children so that they miss the chance to promote the
age-appropriate development of their children.

Moreover, with the lack of information for help and the fact that they can't speak Japanese, they
do not know where to ask for help and when they do send their children to service centers that are
only ready to serve Japanese people without any staff who can interpret for them, it becomes a
potential cause for their children to fall behind in their language ability of their mother tongue.

The difficulty with intelligence tests is that they are administered by Japanese psychologists who
give intelligence tests designed in Japanese for Japanese people. Therefore, there is the difficult
reality of not being able to find understanding psychologists and doctors because there are times
when psychologists are biased in their understanding of children with foreign nationalities. |
remember that in a psychological assessment | was at as an interpreter, the psychologist asked a
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5yearold in Japanese, [#&Zt])3ZHIERIHEDIFRATIN ? | (whatdo you use to cut paper?),

which was difficult Japanese for a child who already had little understanding of Japanese to begin
with. | remember that this is what had caused the child to score lower in language comprehension.

It is inevitable that there are children who are better with Portuguese, their mother tongue,
depending on our service center's user so there are cases where we recommend that they go to
a hospital in Tokyo where they can take an intelligence test in Portuguese from a Brazilian
psychologist. | have heard that there have been kids who scored 20 points higher on their 1Q test
than when they took the test in Japanese.

There is difficulty in the caregiver accepting disabilities as well. There are caregivers who can't
easily accept their child's disability even when indicated to be so by support workers. There are
times when support from us is difficult even though we speak the same language because the
parents become defensive and try their best to protect their children. When that happens it can be
thought of that It is essential and very important support for professional specialized doctors or
medical organizations to be present.

It is also true that there are children and families who aren't serviced by the national public systems
so that they cannot access welfare services. There are also cases where it is difficult to give
support because the places of education like schools are not understanding of the situation. There
are also many cases where the school or board of education use a myriad of ways and methods
to force differently abled children into special support education schools even though those
children, even if they are differently abled, have the right to choose between a regular school and
a special support education school. | think we can't hide from the fact that there are kids who are
in special support education schools because they are of foreign nationalities and that they can't
use the Japanese language like Japanese people - not because they are actually diagnosed as
being differently abled.

3. Changes that Happen with The Children

There are all kinds of changes that can be seen in the children. In particular, | think it has been
especially a big step forward for this one child who, for about two years, didn't speak to the child's
support worker because of selective or elective mutism but after only three months of going to
Pallete, and because we used Portuguese, the child got along with us and became able to have a
two-way conversation.

We are also able to support children and caregivers by giving the support that should be done
which is to connect them with the appropriate doctors and medical organizations at the appropriate
times.

4. Issues to be Solved Next
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It is essential to provide the correct information about disability welfare services so that caregivers
can feel, even a little, less anxiety. Furthermore, it is critical that medical organizations, schools,
caregivers, and service centers collaborate across professions while also working to get across to
the caregivers so that they can accept/utilize the services. And moreover, | think that it is our
responsibility to provide caregivers with the actual correct information that anyone has the right to
attend a regular school.

(FAULS B3 BDH)

Kinjyou Nayara Natsumi
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ARt > 45 —NEWS207 5&ES Prefatory Note Research Center News No.207

2021 CO-OP CGonvention in Tokai is Happening Now!
Kumazaki Tatsuhiro
(2021 CO-OP Convention Committee Member)

The History and Development of the Convention

The 2021 CO-OP Convention in Tokai is our fourth convention since 2014. The convention has
been run by an executive committee made up by research centers, people from CO-OPs, and
NPOs with the Japan Workers' Co-operative Union Tokai being the main office. The first convention
was held at the Nagoya City University Takiko Campus in September of 2014. The theme was "1t
HTHR, MBR>TE?] (‘Whatare CO-OPs?’: Finding Them in Your Local Area). The second
convention was held in October 2017 at the same site as the first convention. The theme was &
HITEE, LHICEF o HEEDOC Y RERADI ] (Developing Communities That Live
and Work Together Through the Next Generation). The third convention was held in September
2019 at the Nagoya Institute of Technology. The theme was T& H[2HEE, L HIZIED L —%KFE
ADBCHENDERR Ff-bIZ. 5§ TESI EIE—] (Living/Working Together --Revisiting CO-
OPs For Our Future - What Can We Do Right Now?). As described above, we've gathered every
two to three years to conduct the general convention and its subcommittees over the course of a
single day.

Due to the pandemic, which has made it difficult for many people to gather in a single space, we
decided to stage the subcommittees separately prior to the convention, which people can also
participate in via ZOOM. It was the first time we had ever endeavored to do something like this,
but it has made participation easier. Unlike previous years, where people could only participate in
one subcommittee because it happened over the course of a single day, you can participate in all
of the convention’s subcommittee. The convention is scheduled to be on January 23rd, 2022. This
year's theme is & HITEE, LHIZEEHL—DHEFLEET BRICKZFHLVLEE] —
(Living/Working Together — Reconnecting: A New Way of Life with CO-OPs).

The Objective of This Convention

Here, I'll formally talk about the objective of this year's convention as outlined in the mission
statement (some parts have been abridged).

"Since 2014, we have organized three CO-OP Conventions. We have, time and time again,
explored with the convention’s participants the potential our future can hold by learning from those
who work towards solving community and societal issues such as isolation, poverty and wealth
inequality, the difficulties of day-to-day living, and the difficulties associated with work. All of this
was performed under the umbrella of discussing what a CO-OP is and how their value and potential
are bestowed upon our communities to help us live/work together. In 2020, the Novel Corona Virus
triggered a global pandemic, and we were faced with a situation that impacted both our lifestyles
and mortality of which we've never experienced before..."

"This societal fragility that we experienced took both our jobs and safety - making a difficult life
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even more dire. What can we do in such a society like this? The answer is to strengthen our
connections that we have lost in the pandemic: the sense of being supportive of each other and
knowing that we too are being supported by others..."

"In December of 2020, a Workers' Union Law concerning co-operatives was passed in Japan: a
society where salaried employees have been the majority. These cooperatives are a new way of
working where workers themselves invest in projects, their opinions are reflected in the nature of
the work and are based on the principle of engaging in projects needed within the community.
Japan has over 40 years of history and practice of co-operative employment, and it can be said
the enactment of this law demonstrates the success of these practices. During this 4th convention,
"2021 CO-OP Convention in Tokai", we endeavor to make this be the first step towards the forming
of sustainable and vibrant local communities. By sharing the practices of the diverse people
building communities in the Tokai area in diverse ways that in turn support others, we'll enrich the
value of co-operatives by reconnecting/re-routing our pandemic divided lives.

The Content of the Subcommittees
The subcommittees have been already happening since September. On September 26th we had
BXEEREILDODALBICEZBHEMYBHLIBRANE-5THLILVESR] (ANew Society
Brought About by the Diverse Activities and CO-OPs by People With Multicultural Backgrounds) -
the content of which will be reported in the latter half of this newsletter. On October 31st, the
subcommittee TEF=5 < > THRIZT?—@<< EZB/YESEB=] (What Does it Mean to Work?--
A Symposium on Work) was held. We had several people who work for places like the Workers'
COOP and Wappa-No-Kai conduct addresses about matters like how they feel towards work. On
November 28th, we'll stage THFDHTI KL THREZEMNTRER] (An Experience on Being
Creative in Life to Make Use of Nature) at Kinono-no Daidokoro in Mihama-Cho Aichi; this will
mainly be for children to experience work and make things in the natural environment. On
December 12th, we'll have THUBDFRTIE=6 { —/MNELBHMEDRBRELED Y] (Working
in a Local Community--The Practice and Job Creation by a Small CO-OP) where we'll have a
former village support personnel, who also owns a Farm-to-Table Restaurant in Kitayama in Gifu
Prefecture, talk about job creation. On December 19th, we'll have [ EEF—H=—v o]
(Make School Lunches Organic) where we'll report on a petition issued by young mothers and the
support that was subsequently provided by organic farmers; this will be brought to you from Tajimi.
On December 26th, we'll have TFEZLDREUDXIE] (Support for the Children’s Learning)
which is a project that began with the starting of the Shared Research Group for the Learning of
Children in Local Communities at the 2017 CO-OP Convention. Also, on January 16™ of next year,
we'll have a second project from the specialized subcommittee gD R TIEf=5 < 1 (Working
in a Local Community) where we'll have a report on the practice of job creation and its thoughts
on co-operative working by Hinata-bokko - a nursing care and welfare facility in Hirukawa in
Nakatsugawa. Furthermore, we'll talk about participation in lectures held by Kinjyou Gakuin
University (Theory on CO-OPs) and Meijo University (Intro to Volunteering) in relation to our
Learning What CO-OPs Are with Students project from the CO-OP convention, both of which were

held on Zoom. (Tatsuhiro Kumazaki)
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Subcommittee [A New Society That is Brought About by the Diverse Activities and CO-
OPs by People From Multicultural Backgrounds|]

Kanda Sumire

(2021 CO-OP Convention in Tokai Committee Member)

On September 26th, we ran the 2021 CO-OP Convention’s Multicultural Subcommittee online. The
report, press, and management were led by the members of The Multicultural and Co-operative
Conference. Flyers were translated into Chinese, Viethamese, English, Spanish and Korean.
During the morning, we received reports from a young person with roots in Brazil, two people from
Peru who work at a home-visit nursing care office affiliated with the Aichi-ken Senior Citizen
Welfare CO-OP, and a report concerning the learning support provided by the representative of
the mEIHFZFE D% (Night Junior High School Association). During the mid-day portion of the event,
students from Aichi Prefectural University, Chukyo University, and Shukutoku University talked
about the Japanese classes they provide every week at a housing complex for children with
multicultural backgrounds. We also presented a talk about an automatic translation tool. In the
afternoon portion of the event, we held a talk featuring both a Chinese returnee and a Korean living
in Japan, a separate talk about what it feels like to be Half American and Half Japanese, and a
report from a former Viethamese international student who works at a welfare facility. It was a time
for people with multicultural backgrounds who live in the Tokai Area to talk about A New Life That
Reconnects People with CO-OPs. Finally, Mina Wake of the Japan Federation of Co-operative
Associations and Eri Fujii of the Workers' Collective Network Japan exchanged views on the power
of co-operatives in a society that is moving towards a community of diverse co-ops from an initial
point of sameness. Thanks to the participation of many people from the Workers' Collective,
Consumers' Co-operative, medical and welfare co-ops, senior co-operatives, and university co-
operatives along with nearly 100 people in the audience, this event became an opportunity to learn
and think about the multicultural society of the future.

(Sumire Kanda)

51



Bz WEB®DIzx—ANnbL RBHEIIZEU,
Please submit your thoughts on this booklet using the web form.

@)

17  BEIFEFFTENEA MECHBRIOMREY Y —
BEHS 464-0824
BENELLEMTFEXIEME 1-39
#1378 :2022F8 8168
Issued by. Center for the Study of Community and Cooperation, a non-profit
organization
Postal Code 464-0824
1-39 Inafune-dori, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya, Aichi, Japan
Date of issue: August 16, 2022



